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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American 
© sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BEL 


IEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the i | fF i 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED. that the P secs Man yy he Fg Son apa 





democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian ¢ 


Pp 


that pr 
ity out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right 
inn is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through “ 


way and a free democratic eco 


closer_management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profi 


by the revival and extension of Christian 


communism and 
t-sharing, systems of pensions or 
authoritative evidence indicates our 


‘ough democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to God. 





“What Can I Do?’ 
our’ Governors of the various states 
theh have appointed committees on the 
pht-§ Refugee Relief Program — to help 
citizens bring refugees to the U. S. 
We The committee of your state is the 
ally place to go for help in getting job 
alls’ leads for refugees. Incidentally the 
wept Refugee Relief Act is much easier 
toh to comply with now. Previously it 
g al was necessary to provide in ad- 
pasty vance a specific job, verified by the 
on Employment Service, and this was 
pref very difficult since jobs don’t al- 
ling) ways wait on so much delay and 
thei red tape. Now, however, an Amer- 
rch ican citizen on behalf of a church 
infjcan sign an assurance that the ref- 
bon-Bugee will be employed in a certain 
hes category of employment within a 
ressycertain period. 
le) During the past year David 
ships Brewer of Buffalo, N. Y., has ar- 
nneSranged for the housing and em: 
sssBployment of nine refugee families 
; IX}who have come to this country to 
theFescape tyranny abroad. Realizing 
tralfthat many refugees are unable to 
‘come to this country because no 
one will take the time to arrange 
‘)for their residence and employ- 
Mment, Mr. Brewer undertook the 
task personally as a matter of spir- 
itual concern and responsibility as 
a citizen. A little telephoning and 
leg work, says Mr. Brewer, soon 
produced results and brought hope 
and happiness to deserving people. 
Recently George C. Steward of 
iLivingston, N. J., explained as his 
reason for accepting a refugee cou- 
ple in their seventies who had lost 
verything in the war, “I have no 
Sgrandparents; these shall take their 
'Wplace.” Church and Sunday School 
eeroups, as well as men’s service 
Mclubs are also sponsoring refugees. 
Sinformation can be obtained from 
potiyour state or national denomina- 
ptisfstional headquarters, or from the 
caOffice of the Administration of the 
thgiRefugee Relief Act, Department of 
orate, Washington, D. C. 
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X-Ray and Foreeast 


GREAT TRANSITION, one of the greatest in history, is now mov- 

ing through the affairs of men. Silent and deep, unseen, the change 
comes like a ship entering the waters of a very wide river from the sea; 
shorelines are not vet visible, but the current, even the color of the water, 
has changed. 

UNTIL LAST YEAR men were preparing for war with singular 
devotion to the theme that communism understands only armed force, so 
armed force it must be; that communism can be contained only by armed 
power, so war was held to be inevitable. Then four things happened: 
(1) Both the U. S. and Russia successfully tested hydrogen bombs (with 
low grade uranium coatings which added enormously to the effectiveness, 
yet a controllable factor and inexpensive.) (2) In the meantime atomic 
weapons were developed in all calibers for many uses and integrated into 
the entire military system. (3) Guided missiles became a reality with the 
intercontinental monsters but months away. (4) Both the U. S. and the 
Soviet tested the new atomic warfare in war games and found that the 
new military thesis, that atomic weapons could be confined to military 
targets, wouldn’t stand up. When war starts and atomic weapons are 
used, massive civilian slaughter is inevitable. 

THE BIG SWITCH began as the Russians sensed the meaning of 
these developments in terms of the world mind. They had capitalized on 
the revulsion against war’s destruction, aroused by World War II, by 
giving communism a thick whitewash of peace talk. But now it went 
deeper; in one step after another they have changed the direction of the 
Red drive. Violence is to be abandoned, except where violence is en- 
countered, thus the Soviet will remain militarily strong. Communism 
will be sold as a plan and technique for the swift rehabilitation of back- 
ward and impoverished nations. Economic and technical aid are to be 
the instruments of infiltration. Our ambassadors and officials from Asian, 
Near Eastern and African capitals are warning Washington most earn- 
estly that this big switch is genuine, that we must meet it — or else. 
French leaders and other allies have scolded Washington openly that we 
must get rid of our one-track mind on communism. 

“WE WILL WORK THROUGH HISTORY,” shouts the Moscow 
dictatorship, and they have not been slow in demonstrating what they 
mean and the veracity of their thesis. With the strategic Near East 
stretched between the secret Arabian connivances of U. S.-British oil 
corporations and our politically motivated support of Israel’s nationalism, 
we are caught between fire and flood. Every gun, tank or plane we add 
to either side deepens the danger. Yet with our politico-military leader- 
ship still so wedded to the doctrine that military power cures all, there 
are still no evidences of any new creative leadership for the Near East. 

THE QUESTION OF RACE RELATIONS is more important, 
however, and at the heart of the movement of history which the Red 
dictatorship will exploit to the utmost. For today their interest centers 
in Asia, tomorrow Africa. The race question stands next door to almost 
every man, and because of this it is a painful, touchy question. But only 
in cowardice can we ignore it. Few Christian laymen of the South really 
believe in “white supremacy” — they justifiably fear that the best in their 
communities will be destroyed if change comes too quickly and without 
guidance. But we repeat the words of a white pastor in Alabama, whom 
we quote in another column, “The agitators we despise for stirring up the 

(continued on NEXT page) 


Persecution 
Of Protestants 


IN COLOMBIA, SOUTH 
AMERICA: Details of the Catho- 
lic-incited massacre last October of 
at least eleven members of a 
Protestant congregation in El Meta 
in southern Colombia have only re- 
cently been verified by the inter- 
denominational organization of 
Protestant missions in South Amer- 
ica, represented in Washington by 
the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals. The American missionary 
reporting the massacre is still in a 
Bogota hospital recovering from a 
double skull fracture received when 
he was beaten by four policemen. 

Word has also been received of 
the burning of a Protestant church 
in Aguachuca, southern Colombia, 
last December. Shortly before the 
attack, a Roman Catholic priest 
had demanded that the people 
do something about the Protes- 
tants. A week after the destruc- 
tion, members of the church gath- 
ered in its ruins for a baptism 
and communion service, and kneel- 
ing in the ashes they prayed for 
the salvation of those who, in mis- 
guided zeal, wrecked their sanctuary. 

The executive secretary of the 
National Assn. of Evangelicals in 
Washington has requested that our 
State Department “do everything in 
its power to bring a speedy end 
to the vicious anti-Protestant senti- 
ment which causes such incidents.” 

In a dispatch published in the 
N. Y. Times Jan. 24, the Times 
correspondent in the area, Tad 
Szulc, states that the growing pres- 
sures against Protestants “is a meth- 
odical campaign openly directed by 
the Colombian Roman hierarchy, 
abetted by the Government.” Their 
obvious aim is “the eradication of 
Protestantism in a country of 12 
million inhabitants of whom only 
25,000 are Protestants.” The Times 


correspondent emphasized that the 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Persecution 
(continued) 
keynote of the campaign centers in 
the Catholic effort to “equate Prot- 
estantism with communism.” 


The Times summarized the kill- 
ings and beatings of Colombian 
Protestants; the assaults on mission- 
aries, most of whom are U. S. citi- 
zens; the burning of churches; the 
closing of schools run by U. S. Prot- 
estant missions and “legal chican- 
ery on every level.” Incomplete 
data from the Colombian Evangeli- 
cal Confederation give the follow- 
ing figures for ’55: 11 persons dead 
(bringing the total since °48 to 55 
persons killed); 23 persons injured; 
seven churches burned, bringing 


the total since “48 to 46; 12 
churches closed; 181 primary 
schools, operated by missions, 


closed; and 82 Protestant Colom- 
bians jailed for varying terms. 

Protestant spokesmen in Bogota 
are quoted as finding the pressures 
increasing, the campaign “becom- 
ing more and more methodical and 
better organized,” although there 
was less actual violence last year 
than in previous years. The violent 
acts, according to impartial reports, 
occur in interior towns where Cath- 
olic priests are the highest local au- 
thorities and are said to incite the 
population against Protestants. In 
Bogota and other cities, the pres- 
sures are more subtle. For exam- 
ple, since last October, missionaries 
have been unable to get entrance 
visas. British Presbyterians in Bo- 
gota have been waiting a year for 
a permit to build their own church, 
meanwhile they worship in a 
church owned bv a Colombian con- 
gregation. In Bucaramanga, the 
U. S. and British Protestant congre- 
gation have been permitted to tear 
down its old church but the license 
to erect a new one has been held 
up indefinitely. A decree prohibit- 
ing “proselytizing” by Protestants 
in Colombia has been passed by the 
Education Ministry — in other 
words, it’s against the law to win 
converts, although thousands of 
nominal Catholics are openly re- 
sentful of the church and never 
attend mass. 

Pressure against Protestant 
schools is severe. The main target 
at present is the Colegio Ameri- 
cano in Bogota, and its two pro- 
vincial affiliates, operated by the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
(Northern). Established in 1869, 
this school teaches pupils of all 
religions on a non-denominational 
basis, yet it is now under attack 
by both the Government and the 
Catholic heirarchy. 

First, the Education Ministry 
threatened to withdraw recognition 
from the college unless it aban- 
doned coeducational classes which 

(continued third col., THIS page) 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 
ignorant irresponsible black people, in the back streets and back country, 
would not be here if we had possessed the Christian courage and vision to 
allow the able, responsible Negro citizen and neighbor the rights, the 
privileges and the respect he has earned.” 


OLD WAR FRONT NOW IN THE U. S.: The most important sec- 

tor of the cold war front is now in the U. S., in certain communities 
of Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, wherever racial tensions are rising. This 
cold front will move into Northern cities as soon as the desegregation 
forces make their assault on race discrimination in housing, which is next 
on the agenda. 

IT SEEMS INCREDIBLE that the American public and our na- 
tional and community leaders have not grasped the fact that commu- 
nism’s most potent appeal to a world largely populated by colored people 
is through the Marxist doctrine of absolute race equality. This race fac- 
tor was the real background of the Korea war and is at the heart of the 
smouldering fires around Formosa and Indochina, although the white West 
still tries to pretend it isn’t so. We claim that our armed forces are stop- 
ping communism, but a billion people of color are convinced that we also 
intend to restore white economic domination in Asia. The colored peoples 
over the globe might not believe the Communist propaganda so readily 
were it not for these factors: (1) the attitude of many of our armed services 
personnel stationed in Asia; (2) the economic pressure our business inter- 
ests have exerted behind the widening arch of our defense system; 
(3) above all, racial discrimination practiced within the U. S. 

EVERY INSTANCE OF RACE SUPPRESSION in this country 
is being vividly displayed by Communist Red propagandists everywhere, 
with much of the foreign press also reflecting a cynical view of American 
“democracy.” Completely ignored are all the great achievements of our 
democracy, and the remarkable progress in race relations in this country. 
These displays of Red propaganda and foreign press reaction should be 
posted in public places in some of our communities. 

SOUTHERN POLITICIANS, NEWSPAPERS excoriate the Su- 
preme Court for its decision on desegregation, blindly ignoring the inter- 
national pressures that made it imperative that the U. S. officially declare 
itself unreservedly on the question of racial democracy. For Red propa- 
gandists were hammering unmercifully on this theme throughout all Asia 
and Africa. How can any sane, mature mind disregard the larger dimen- 
sions of this issue which will fall upon succeeding generations with such 
terrible weight? 

THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCE- 
MENT OF COLORED PEOPLE, on the other hand, has done consider- 
able harm by not recognizing what many feel is a basic principle of 
Christian progress — that progress cannot be made except as the heart 
and mind of man is enlarged to accept change as moral and right. If 
change is forced beyond this spiritual growth, violence becomes inevitable. 

The NAACP used a young Negro woman student to establish a 
beach head on a white campus, putting all the burden of behavior upon 
the advocates of white suppremacy. It was a skillful move, but evidence 
now indicates that, with some rumbling, she would have been accepted 
in the classes and study halls without serious difficulty. But the NAACP 
insisted that she be immediately housed and fed with the white students, a 
further step which might have been taken without trouble —a little 
later. But to demand this additional concession, at the time when every 
nerve was stretched to accommodate the new situation in the class rooms, 
was like using a stick of dynamite to excavate a cellar under a partially 
built house — hardly a constructive move. Many Southern universities 
have accepted Negro students — North Carolina, Texas, Oklahoma, Ten- 
nessee, Arkansas and Louisiana. Nearly 3,000 Negro students now attend 
universities where they were barred as late as 1950, a miracle in itself. 

THE U. S. INFORMATION AGENCY, in cooperation with the 
NAACP, will combat Red propaganda by broadcasting the impressive 
record of over 2,300,000 Negroes enrolled in colleges, universities and 
graduate schools throughout the U. S., which is 6,000 per one million 
Negro population. These figures will be presented alongside Russia’s rec- 
ord of only 6,970 students enrolled in institutions of higher learning per 
one million citizens of the Soviet’s total population. 

THE WILD CHARGE RINGING THROUGH THE SOUTH 
that the NAACP is a Communist outfit simply isn’t so and is a rather 
poor way to meet the problem. The NAACP is as thoroughly American 
as the D. A. R. or the Daughters of the Confederacy, for the colored 
folks got here with the founding fathers! Besides nationwide Negro sup- 
port, thousands of white people back the NAACP. Its top leadership, 
which is above reproach as far as “un-Americanism” is concerned, is now 
trying to temper the extremists among the regional directors and the field 
staff. (See BTL, Dec. 15, for further details on NAACP.) 


(continued on NEXT page) 






Persecution 
(continued) 

the Catholics described as “imma 
al.” The school complied with tj 
demand by placing the girl studen 
upstairs and the boys downstaj 
Then the Ministry ordered th 
Catholic religious instruction | 
provided for Catholic  studen 
Since this apparently meant a Cat 
olic priest on the premises, 
school decided not to accept Cat 
olic students. The Education Mj 
istry immediately accused {tf 
school of discrimination and of yj 
lating the Constitution. Cathojj 
Action chapters soon began to dj 
tribute leaflets warning that pareng 
allowing their children to attey 
any Protestant school faced excop 
munication. Despite these pressure 
the school’s 1956 academic year h 
its full enrollment of 600 pupils, 7 

The Colombian Government dj 
courages violence, but is admitt 
to be helpless against “incitement } 
priests.” The N. Y. Times report 
adds, “Otherwise, neither the Go 
ernment of President Rojas nor th 
Church hierarchy hide their di 
termination to fight Protestantism’ 

The significance of this situat 
arises out of the close associati 
that the Latin-American hierarch 
has with the American _hierarc) 
in all Hemispheric church matter 
also in that all policies formulate, 
by any section of the _hierard 
must either emanate in Rome or 
closely correlated with policies ¢ 
tablished by the Vatican. This chai 
of authority within the church 
beyond dispute. Persecution of Pro 
estants in Spain has been log 
standing, and persecution of Pro 
estants frequently flares in Mexio 
and many other parts of Lat 
America and in Rome itself, hon 
of the Vatican. 

Even in the U. S. just within t 
past month, there have been in 
dents that cause concern. The Mig 
isters Association of Ipswich, S. Df 
invited Rev. Angelo LoVollo, ft 
mer Catholic priest and now an@ 
dained Protestant minister, to spe 
in their community. Letters to t 
pastors and to the local pape 
threatened violence if the form 
priest were permitted to appe 
After one of Rev. LoVollo’s 4 
dresses, some Catholic parishioné 
attempted to assault him but we 
prevented from doing so by the! 
tervention of friends, by the mé 
restrained members of the Cathof 
group and by police. 

Certain members of the Not 
American hierarchy have cov 
geously disowned the persecut 
of Protestants as unworthy of 
olic principles. Who is  gaitl 
ascendency, the few brave ind 
ual members of the American bi 
archy—or the dogmatists 
preach intolerance? 
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Do Churchmen Dare 


To Be Prophets? 


Conservative extremists among 
the political commentators have 
played up the report by a laymen’s 
committee of the National Council 
of Churches which reflects a long- 
standing conflict of viewpoint be- 
tween the clergy officials of the 
Council and some prominent lay- 
men of the Protestant churches. 
The final committee report charges 
the clergy officials of the Council 
with “taking sides” in political, so- 
cial and economic questions” and 
issuing statements purported to rep- 
resent the views of 34 million 
Protestants, without the constituted 
right to do so. 

Here are the facts behind this 
situation which are ignored or sup- 
pressed by the ultra-conservatives: 


The ruling chairman of this lay- 


men’s committee was J. Howard 
Pew, former president of the Sun 
Oil Co. (The Pew fortunes and 
Sun Oil interests rank among the 
foremost archreactionary  influ- 
ences in the country and are no- 
torious for their opposition, above 
ground and underground, to almost 
all forward-looking national legis- 
lation and political and economic 
reform measures.) 

The next most influential voice 
on this committee was that of B. E. 
Hutchinson, former executive of 
Chrysler Corporation, and long 
known for his tough anti-labor 
viewpoint. Mr. Pew and Mr. Hutch- 
inson, of course, have every right 
to use their money and influence — 


_ as long as it is within the law—to 


promote their political and eco- 
nomic views. But do their views 
represent those of the average 
Protestant layman? The committee 
190 members, mostly 


bankers, corporation lawyers, doc- 
who 
the extremely con- 


would share 


> servative views of the committee 


leaders. To be sure, there was a 
sprinkle of educators (20), labor 
union executives (15) and a few 
others of various backgrounds. 
While some members of the com- 
mittee were progressive-minded, 
committee leadership was mostly 
held by the larger contributors to 
their churches, mostly men of 
means with conservative views. 
The question as to how far an 
official of the National Council 
might go, in speaking for the Coun- 
cil and the Protestant denomina- 
tions on national issues, is one that 
should be frequently reviewed and 
debated, for unlike the hierarchy 
of the Roman Catholic Church, the 
clergy of the Protestant denomin- 
ations do not have the right to speak 
authoritatively for “the Church.” 
Consequently, the majority in the 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 


HE NATION’S LEADING SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS — 
19,000 of them, meeting in convention at Atlantic City during 
February — declared that if desegregation were left to the pupils there 
would be no disturbances, no insoluble problems. The survey conducted 
among the school administrators revealed that all “incidents” over deseg- 
regation throughout the nation have been incited by parents or elements 
in the community outside the school population, that there have been no 
serious difficulties originating in student attitudes. 

A TWELVE YEAR PLAN, tried in several Southern communi- 
ties, was also highly recommended. Under it, desegregation starts in the 
first year of school and continues upward year after year. This is called the 
best example of “deliberate speed” required by the Court. The delegates 
were told how integration took place in St. Louis without any great diffi- 
culty because the churches and civic organizations worked with the school 
board in preparing the public to understand and accept the situation. 

THE DIFFERENCE IN ACHIEVEMENT LEVELS between the 
Negro and white children, and between Negro and white teachers, were 
frankly faced by the schoolmen. School officials of Washington, D. C., 
St. Louis, Louisville and other cities report that it will take several years to 
equalize the level of learning. This throws a difficult burden upon the 
teacher. Thus desegregation inevitably lowers classroom standards. A par- 
allel problem is the poor training of Negro teachers. School administrators 
are accepting the problems, and in most instances Negro educators are 
also looking straight at the facts without resentment, while all endeavor 
to meet the new demands placed upon them. 

LEADING SOCIAL SCIENTISTS are pointing to the gross mis- 
calculations that cloud many minds concerning the social structure that 
will emerge with desegregation. The Roman Catholic hierarchy is far 
ahead of the rest of us here. Few realize that the Roman Catholic Church 
ended segregation several years ago in all their churches North and South 
and in most of their parochial schools. (Protestant leaders have kept very 
quiet about this.) Negroes did not flood the white Roman Catholic 
Churches, nor did the Negro children inundate the parochial schools. Ne- 
groes occasionally appear in white Catholic Churches throughout the 
South, especially in the cathedrals. But intermarriage has not become a 
problem in the Roman Catholic communities of the South, nor will it. 
Like all other members of the human race, the Negro people prefer their 
own society, their own rich tapestry of melody, natural drama and humor. 
In the few cities of the North where the Negro citizens are more or less 
free to live, worship, find recreation where they will, a few move into 
white areas, but usually because they seek decent housing rather than be- 
cause they want to “mix.” Most Negro families continue to associate hap- 
pily with their own and always will. When their rights have been estab- 
lished, they go on much as before. 


(continued) 
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Do Churchmen Dare 


q (continued) 
committee could agree that at times 


clergy spokesmen for the Council 
might have gone too far in declar- 
ing their personal views on eco- 
nomic and social issues. But this is 
not the main issue; the extreme 
conservative leaders of the commit- 
tee seem to have bulldozed through 
the group a recommendation de- 
manding that the clergy officials of 
the Council desist altogether from 
making statements on matters of 
economic and social issues and that 
they “stick to religious and spiritual 
matters.” 

Behind this has been the move- 
ment, among wealthy laymen in all 
Protestant denominations, to silence 
the progressive voices in the clergy 
by throwing upon them the stigma 
of left-wing, socialistic and com- 
munistic labels. Such laymen have 
frequently accepted and further 
promulgated libelous rumors and 
unfounded charges of communism 
among the Protestant clergy—with 
no effort to verify the rumors or 
check the record. Often such ru- 
mors have originated among Rom- 
an Catholic extremists in the Mc- 
Carthy camp — and what chuckles 
the hierarchy must have enjoyed 
as they watched Protestant laymen 
rushing out to do footwork which 
the papal court in this country 
would not dare ask their own 
Knights of Columbus to attempt. 
When these charges later were 
proved to be wild exaggerations or 
completely false—as in the case 
of Bishop Oxnam and others — the 
same Protestant laymen, with a 
strange conception of sportsman- 
ship, not to mention Christian vir- 
tue, just looked the other way. 

THE QUESTIONS which the 
laymen’s committee is really raising 
are these: Should or should not the 
church speak to the moral issues of 
the day? And what major economic 
and political problems do not in- 
clude important moral issues? 

When the Pope speaks out in 
condemning capitalistic selfishness 
as of the same moral stuff as 
Marxism, the  ultra-conservative 
Protestant layman buries his head 
in the Wall St. Journal. But if his 
pastor echoes something of the 
Pope’s views from the pulpit, that 
same layman demands that his pas- 
tor stick to the gospel. 


Should the Protestant pastors and 
the clergy officials of the National 
Council of Churches be back-pat- 
ters or prophets? The prophets of 
Israel, as did Jesus, spoke to all the 
issues of life. Nearly half of the 
parables which Jesus gave the 
world dealt with men’s possessions, 
the wages they were paid, the crops 
they harvested and their relation- 
ship to their neighbors. There are 


not two gospels, one a “social gos- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Do Churchmen Dare 


(continued) 
pel” and the other the gospel of 
“salvation.” There is but one gospel 
and it covers all of life. 

The prophets in the pulpit were 
once condemned because they spoke 
out against slavery, against child 
labor, then for women’s rights. But 
thus they led the long struggle 
forward. The church has_ been 
largely silenced on the issue of 
alcoholism by the pressure from the 
pews, and so the rot of social dis- 
integration spreads through crim- 
inal, divorce and juvenile courts, 
through slaughter on the highways, 
with little hope of change until the 
prophets in the pulpit break free 
again. The world awaits for voices 
that can stop our drift toward hy- 
drogen warfare. Some pulpits are 
beginning to answer this call of 
history, although politico-military 
pressures rise out of the pews to 
quiet them, for political and mil- 
itary extremism seems to have an 
affinity for economic and spiritual 
conservatism. The outcome of this 
conflict of interest within Protes- 
tantism has much meaning for the 
church and the world. 


Preaching 


Under Pressure 

We gave a brief summary of 
pastoral sermons preached under 
persecution in Red China and Rus- 
sia, in our release of Feb. 15. 
Today we quote the words of 
pastors in the South whose leader- 
ship in the racial crisis has 
crowded the churches and greatly 
influenced the moods and conduct 
of both whites and blacks. Resentful, 
inflammatory preaching would have 
sent men out sullen and vindic- 
tive —to disaster; whereas appro- 
priate interpretations of the gospel 
of love have curbed violence, pro- 
moted peace. 

WHITE PASTORS, with rare 
exceptions, have also upheld the 
gospel of love and_ brotherhood. 
After echoing some of the resent- 
ment within the white community, 
one Alabama pastor urged the ac- 
knowledgment that the Negro had 
waited 200 years for this chance to 
win recognition. “They have wait- 
ed patiently and humbly, for the 
most part, while we, and our fa- 
thers before us. stood still, our eyes 
closed to God’s will and to the in- 
escapable sequences of history. 
Now that the Negro has found 
leadership, we must show patience 
and forebearance, and open our 
eyes to God’s will.” The layman 
reporting this sermon _ added, 
“These words made many laymen 
think differently, although there 
were some flushed faces when the 
pastor concluded, “The agitators we 
despise for stirring up the ignorant, 
irresponsible black people, in the 

(continued third col., THIS page) 
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RACIAL MIXING during the past 200 years in this country has 
been largely due to white sex aggression, admittedly so during slavery, and 
in most instances since that time, as any honest sheriff in the South will 
testify. A neurotic sex tension has arisen out of 200 years of enforced 
white sexual dominance. (For instance, for generations white prostitution 
districts in Southern cities usually included groups of attractive mulatto 
girls, although Negro men were never permitted in the area.) This neu- 
rotic sex tension will lessen rather than increase with desegregation, for 
inordinate prohibition always increases such stresses. A more just and 
democratic interracial society need not bring miscegenation, except as now, 
at the fringes. Ironically, Tuscaloosa, Ala., had made remarkable prog- 
ress, before Miss Lucy arrived, in the establishment of equal rights and 
privileges for the Negro community. Negroes have increasingly worked 
alongside the whites at equal pay in many of the city’s activities. Negroes 
mingled freely with whites in important civic events, in labor unions, 
stores, factories, agricultural fairs — in fact, everywhere except in hous- 
ing, schools and churches; there was no increase of social tensions, sex 
crimes nor trends toward miscegenation. 


(continued) 


HE NON-VIOLENT PASSIVE RESISTANCE program in Mont- 
gomery, Alabama, where Negroes are refusing to patronize the city 
bus lines, may be the historic turning point in the entire experience of de- 
segregation. Many economists have pointed out that the economic life of 
the South has been greatly retarded by failure to raise Negro standards of 
living and to develop the Negro consumer market and tax-paying poten- 
tial. The bus strike in Montgomery has shaken the Southern business 
mind into a new realization of the economic interdependence of the races. 
Southern politicians who have shouted “ship the Negroes North” realize 
suddenly that more than one-third of the businesses and economic func- 
tions of the South, upon which millions of whites depend for a living, 
would collapse overnight if the Negro migrated or withdrew his patron- 
age. The South cannot prosper unless prosperity is shared. 
NON-VIOLENT PASSIVE RESISTANCE also throws the burden 
of behavior dramatically upon the whites. Those who wish to stir violence 
must first find a spark of violence, an excuse to justify violence, or they 
become the lawless, the hunted. The Negro who goes along quietly, mind- 
ing his own business, but refusing to buy, sell, trade or work in associa- 
tion with white men, unless the white men treat him justly, becomes a 
fulcrum of incalculable power, yet it is a silent, bloodless lawful power. 
If any then lift the hand of violence against the Negro, it is he who breaks 
the law and not the Negro, and the white man has defeated himself in all 
that has value in a civilized society. The Negro pastors of Montgomery, 
though some of them had been jailed, revealed this insight when they 
urged that passive resistance be carried on without hatred, with nothing 
but goodwill. “We must walk (instead of riding the buses) with love in 
our hearts.” (See exerpts from Negro pastors’ sermons in column at left.) 


HE GREAT GANDHI made this epochal discovery that non-violent 

resistance is infinitely more powerful than violence, for no society 
can stand without cooperation under the law and with the law. If coopera- 
tion is withheld because of injustice, non-violent passive resistance throws 
the burden of correction and the entire burden of behavior and obedience 
to law upon the propagators of injustice, although they make the loudest 
claims to being the proponents of law and order. Those who would per- 
petuate traditions of injustice are then forced by the contradictions within 
themselves to destroy what they claim to support — law and order — or 
to acknowledge the hypocrisy of their claim and accept reform. The only 
alternative is to perpetuate tensions that make unavoidable the bloodshed, 
tyranny and chaos. 

The attempt to enforce laws against boycott does not change the 
issue; if such laws are used to perpetuate injustice, then non-violent pas- 
sive resistance is a moral method of fighting an immoral law. Gandhi de- 
fied such laws and spent much time in prison, as did Nehru, experiences 
that only enhanced their influence. For any punishment laid upon such 
men but deepens the reservoir of power that is generated when they suffer 
for what they believe. 

The NAACP itself may shy clear of the strategy of non-violent pas- 
sive resistance, for, rather than being a mild and gentle force, non-violent 
resistance has all the massive, relentless power of the sea. Men may use the 
sea, curb it slightly here and there, but they cannot fight, stop or conquer 
it. The NAACP leaders have a well-wrought tactical plan they want to 
put over. Nealy all of Gandhi’s plans failed, but what he created still 
moves on through history with momentous power, the decisive force that 
will probably weigh the balances between the East and the West. 


Cut. Coker 


Preaching 


ag 
back streets and the back count 


would not be here if we had 
sessed the Christian courage 
vision to allow the able, resp 
ble Negro citizen and neighbor, 
rights, the privileges and the rp 
spect he has earned. We must rep 
ognize him as a brother and chil 
of God, for God is not on our sid 
he is on both sides.’ ” 

NEGRO PASTORS in Mont 
gomery have been leaders in the 
boycott of the buses. Newspg. 
per men covering the tense boy. 
cott situation attended some of 
the services conducted by these 
pastors on a recent Sunday mom. 
ing when tensions were ru 
high. One sermon was _ climaxed 
by these words: “There is some 
deep down in our Christian faith 
that says man, however low, can be} 
lifted. No man will so exploit me, 
no man so trample me that I wil 
not believe there is hope in humag 
nature. Though there are me 
standing on the sinking sands of 
injustice, . . . in the sinking sand 
of exploitation, I will not beliey 
that deep down within them ther 
is no human kindness. If you just 
keep on loving a man, ultimately 
you will get down to the God i 
him.” Another leading Negro pastor 
said in his sermon, “Let us walk 
instead of ride the buses, but we 
must walk with love and not wih 
hate in our hearts . . . Our method 
is one of passive resistance, of now 
violence, not reprisals. We 
have nothing against the bus comt 
pany. It can run buses as long # 
it wants to— but it will run them 
without Negroes until it gives B 
justice. “Let us keep love in ou 
hearts, but fight until the walls of 
segregation crumble. And when they 
crumble, I don’t intend to be ff 
heaven, but right here in Mont 
gomery!” 

Such words cannot be read with 
out realizing that the pulpit is still 
the most influential voice in the 
American community. The preg 
radio and TV speak to millions bil 
such voices are mechanical, @ 
humanized and far too often 
permeated by political, econ 
and provincial attitudes that play 
upon the most primitive sentiment 
in the community. But the voice 
the pulpit, for all the human inad 
quacies that may be behind it, 
God speaking through frail but 
icated men. Here truth finds a 
through prejudice and passion 
the hearts of man. 


Violence and hatred, during thet 
days of testing, are being overcom 
because of the courage and visi€ 


in thousands of pulpits, most @ 
them small, but because they af 
small they speak out intimately = 
as no other force can — to chang 
the thoughts and lives of men. 








